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| CAMAS — Ward E. Grove, 82, is 
ka good example of the old-time 
ilot who could fly anything with 
ings and a tail,” says Tina 
Goodnight. 
“He pumped gas for us, told 
stories and was often our 
copilot,” Goodnight, co-editor of 
lhe Camas-Washougal Aviation 
jation’s newsletter, added. 
‘He was an information source, 
00, for pilots of small planes.” 
| So it is appropriate that Grove, 
vyho established Grove Field two 
miles north of Camas in 1946, 
ould be honored at a ceremony 
t the airport from 2 to 4 p.m. 
unday, May 16. 
| Cake, punch and coffee will be 
orved, and a monument and 
aque will be unveiled calling 
‘Piiention to Grove's long 
@edication to small aircraft. 
of the event are the Port 
| ©Camas-Washougal and the 
viation association, which has 100 
hembers. 
Grove still resides in a house at 
Mie field, and is employed by the 
as a caretaker for $100 a 


onth, 

“If something needs attention, he 
us know,” said Sheldon Tyler, 
nager of the Port, which owns 

ind operates the field. 
2Grove, born in Bucoda, Wash., 
iter lived near Woodland where 
was first attracted to aviation 
when he saw U.S. Army Air Corps 
lanes flying overhead. After his 
ather's death in 1924, the family 

moved to Vancouver. 
Grove began working as @ 


-W airfield is legacy 
pioneering pilot 


“He pumped gas for us, told 
good stories and was often 
our copilot.” 


mechanic for the Chevrolet garage 
in Vancouver in 1928 and spent 10 
years on this job. 

In 1929, he received his private 
flying license from Tex Rankin’s 
schoo! in Portland, and flew a 
small plane frequently, many 
hundreds of hours, in later years. 

No ground school was involved 
in the earliest training, Grove said 
Two main steps were necessary 
“Put you in there and away you 
went.” 

Grove recalls seeing the arrival 
of the Soviet plane on the 
transpolar flight in Vancouver on 
June 20, 1937, 

Grove helped dismantle the 
plane for shipment back to the 
Soviet Union. 

During World War Il, Grove 
served as a flight instructor al Tex 
Rankin’s Air Academy in Tulare, 
Calif. His wife, Kessie, whom he 
had married in 1934, worked with 
the maintenance crews at Tulare. 

In 1945, Grove purchased land at 
Fern Prairie, and he opened his 
airfield the following year, just 
across Highway 500 from a big 
prune orchard. During the late 
1940s, Grove trained many fliers 
at Fern Prairie under the G.I. Bill 
for returning military veterans. He 
continued as a flight instructor 
until 1975. 

The Port of Camas-Washougal 
bought the runway at Fern Prairie 


— Tina Goodnight 


in 1961, 
Port commissioners decided 


they could do more for the airport, 
and Grove apparently was having 
trouble with maintenance costs. 


When a reporter visited in 1964, 
Grove still retained three acres, a 
house and hangar. He was 
repairing planes and operating a 
gas concession. 

Port commissioners approved a 
resolution in March 1984 officially 
naming the airport Grove Field. 
The resolution pointed out Grove's 
wartime efforts in training pilots 
and his “continuing maintenance of 
the airfield and his unselfish 
contribution of expertise.” 


In 1991, the Camas-Washougal 
Aviation Association donated 
money for fuel and other expenses 
so that Ward and Kessie Grove 
could attend a reunion of pioneer 
pilots at Tulare, Calif., to honor 
Tex Rankin. Roger Pietz of Camas 
and his son, Russell, volunteered to 
fly the Groves to the reunion in 
their plane, based at Grove Field 


Kessie Grove is a patient at 
Highland Terrace Nursing Center 
at Camas, while Grove continues to 
reside at a small Port-owned home 
al the airport. The Groves, who 
have no children, plan to leave 
mementos of their airport and 
flying years to Pearson Airpark 
Museum in Vancouver. 


